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The Big Lion’s Message for July . . .

It’s a Brand-New Year
by Bonnie Orzechowski

Hello Fellow Lions.
I am so excited about our Club’s recent election of

officers and our upcoming new year.

A little about me: I have been a part of volunteer
organizations most of my adult life and I still get very
energized by doing good deeds for the community. I
was a very active member in the Frederick, Maryland
Jaycees—as a matter of fact that is where Mike and I
met. I have been a member of the PTO for the ele-
mentary and middle schools that our three children
have attended and I have helped with the various ac-
tivities they have been involved with from cross
country, band and Boy and Girl Scouts. We moved to
Kansas from Maryland ten years ago and the kids’
activities have kept me busy ever since. Now that
they are growing and going off to college (two down
and one to go), I have more time to devote to partici-
pating in Lions activities. And what better way to
begin than to jump right in and become president?
Joking aside, I have been around the organization
since Mike joined back in Maryland; I just haven’t
been able to be active,

After attending the anniversary dinner and hearing
about the history of the club and seeing the article
about Lions in the Kansas City Star 913 section last
month, I am excited to be a member of the club and to
be its president. This club has done a lot and still
does a lot to help the community. Vice Presidents
Zack Olinger and Steve Pelz and I met a few days
ago to begin figuring things out, as we are all fairly
new members. We heard many wonderful stories
during the anniversary dinner and now we are ready
to build on the great history of the club. Every story
shared reminded us that new ideas were brought to
the club and how the club thrived by the commitment
of the members. How do we write the next chapters
for the 100th, 200th or 500th anniversary celebra-
tions?

All three of us are excited about the projects that
we are doing and for the chance to help the club grow

(continued on Page 3)

2016-17 Big Lion Mike Sundstrom (left) and PID
Gene Vogel (right) present Lion Dottie Bloome with a
Claude Devorss Fellowship at the 60th anniversary
dinner on June 17. Lion Dottie also received a pin
recognizing 40 years of 100% attendance. She was a
Charter member of the Overland Park Host Lioness
Club. She became a Lion in 2005.

Bring some non-perishable foods . . .

Former White House Press Room intern
will be speaker at Saturday’s meeting

Logan Heley, who served as an in-
tern in the Obama White House Press
Room, will speak to us on Saturday
about some of his experiences there.

Logan graduated from Shawnee
Mission East High School. While a
student there, he attended a youth lead-
ership conference in Washington, DC. Our club helped with
part of his expenses. After graduating from the University of
Southern California, he went back to Washington as a journal-
ist intern.

He is passionate about travel, food and improving lives.
“I love politics, but I’m a journalist at heart,” he says.

Logan is currently employed at Harvesters, The Food
Bank in Kansas City, MO. He describes himself as a “profes-
sional hunger fighter dedicated to public service in our com-
munity.” On Saturday, as a sideline topic, Logan will also talk
a little about is work at Harvesters.

He has asked OPHLC members to bring canned goods or
other non-perishable food items to this week’s meeting on
Saturday. (Editor’s note: This will be a great way to thank
both Harvesters and Logan for the work they do to alleviate
hunger in the area.)
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Our Club’s 60-year-old Charter served as a nostalgic
backdrop for a cake celebrating six decades of service to
Overland Park, Kansas, and the world.

The original name was Tomahawk Lions Club. Over
time it was changed to Overland Park Lions Club, and
finally today’s designation, Overland Park Host Lion
Club.

Approximately 40 members and guests attended the an-
niversary dinner on June 17.

Past International Director (PID) Gene Vogel of the
Lawrence Lions Club was speaker. He reviewed the
Club’s history and related some of the experiences he
shared with former members, many who are now de-
ceased.

A planning committee headed by Lions Margy
Sundstrom and Carole Collyard provided decorations and
presented gag gifts to members in attendance.

The event was held at the Drifthouse, 9609 West 87th
Street in Overland Park.
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Lion Lynn Wolfe provided Treasurer’s Reports

Abby Jo Hamele
(right) receives a Lions
speaker’s paperweight
speaker’s from Big
Lion Bonnie Orze-
chowski after the
meeting on July 8.
Abby showed pictures
and described a recent
field trip to India
relating to her studies
in psychology and
sociology at the
University of
Nebraska at Lincoln.
Her career goal is to
become a counselor to women who have been rescued
from human-trafficking activity.

Abby is Lion Carole Collyard’s granddaughter.
Her parents also were at the meeting. She is a
graduate of St. James Academy and earned a full
scholarship to Nebraska.

Schedule of programs and activities
July 22 ............................ 7:45 AM, Regular meeting, Perkins

Program: Logan Heley, Former White House Intern
Bring canned goods or non-perishable food items to help Harvesters

July 29 ... Vision Screening, Swope Health Center (KC, MO)
Assisting Leawood Lions Club; OPHLC volunteers welcome

August 5 ............................ 8:00 AM, Board Meeting, Perkins
Come earlier to order breakfast

August 12 ....................... 7:45 AM, Regular meeting, Perkins
Youth Appreciation Meeting (Scouts, Band, Scholarships)

August 11-13 ................. Kansas Lions State Council Meeting
Best Western Holiday Manor Hotel, McPherson

August 19 ................................ District 17-A Cabinet Meeting
Trinity Baptist Church, 16655 Hwy. 24, Wamego, KS

August 26 ....................... 7:45 AM, Regular Meeting, Perkins
Program: Lion Bud Turntine

September 2 ................................................ 6:00 AM, Flags up
Labor Day weekend

September 2 ...................... 8:00 AM, Board Meeting, Perkins
Arrive as soon as possible after flag detail

September 6 (Tuesday) ........................ 6:00 AM, Flags Down

Birthdays in July and August
July 4 ................................................................... Phil Detrixhe
July 19 ................................................................ Ken Collyard
July 22 ................................................................... Janette Reh
August 7 .............................................................. Mae Claxton
August 12 ............................................................ Louis Adams
August 21 .......................................................... Dottie Bloome
August 25 ..................................................... Heather Lanigan
August 27 ....................................................... Marjorie Trinkl

Anniversaries in July and August
July 23 ........................................ Terry and Karen Frederick
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Treasurer’s Reports for June 2017
(Data in both reports are through July 14, 2017)

General (Operating) Account
Income

Member dues .................................. 475.34
Tail Twister ..................................... 89.75
Meals ............................................... 502.66
Anniversary dinner ........................ 750.00

Total Income ............................................ $ 1,817.75

Expenses
LCI Dues, 1st half ............................. 655.70
Room and meals .............................. 460.17
Incorporation filing fee .................... 40.00
Surety Bond premium ..................... 126.00
Anniversary dinner .......................... 1,125.62
Miscellaneous (supplies, awards) .. 129.10

Total expenses ......................................... 2,516.59
Net income (reduction) for month ............... (-$ 898.84)

Service (Charity or Project) Account
Income

Metcalf Avenue of Flags .................. $ 224.00
On the Border Fundraiser ................... 66.91
Pecan sales ........................................ 20.00
Donation ............................................ 5.00

Total Income .................................................. $ 315.91

Expenses
Metcalf Avenue of Flags .................. 293.44
Pasta Dinner ........................................ (-10.20)
Eye exams and glasses ................ (-550.00)
KU Ophthalmology Clinic ................. 1,000.00
CARES Service Dog School .................600.00
KSDS Service Dog School .................. 600.00
Boy Scout Troop #425 ...................... 500.00
Girl Scouts Service Unit #638 .......... (-200.00)
Total expenses ............................................... 2,233.20

Net Income (or reduction) for month ............. -($ 1,917.29)

NOTE: Negative amounts reflect old uncashed checks or refunds.

July Message from the Big Lion
(continued from page 1)

and improve on what is already in place. We feel we
are better served when new ideas are accepted and ener-
gy is spent to grow the signature projects that we al-
ready have. We spent hours in our planning meeting
trying to learn more about the wonderful history behind
our signature projects such as the Metcalf Avenue of
Flags, the Pasta Dinner and Auction, Shoeboxes for
Soldiers, and the Overland Park Fall Festival (thanks to
Lion Lynn Wolfe and to name just a few activities).
We are excited and full of pride to face this year’s chal-
lenges. We look forward to the new year and I hope all
of you do, too.

Big Lion Bonnie

A policeman approached a street musician and asked, “Ex-
cuse me, sir, but do you have a license to play that violin in
the street?”

The violinist answered, “Well, actually, no.”
Said the policeman, “In that case I’m going to have to ask

you to accompany me.”
“Of course, officer. What would you like to sing?”

Lion Lynn Wolfe was honored for four years of
service as club treasurer during festivities at the 60th
anniversary celebration on June 17. Big Lion Mike
Sundstrom presented him with a plaque to commem-
orate his tenure in office.

District Governor Deb Weaverling (Leavenworth
Lions Club) congratulates 2017-18 Big Lion Bonnie
Orzechowski after the installation ceremony on June
24.

Sign in a music-instrument store: We recommend
you not buy a Stradivarius. He stopped making parts
for them.

Why can’t a woman ask her brother to help her?
Because he can’t be a brother and assister, too.
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Board of Directors
Review Draft, Minutes July 15, 2017

Meeting called to order by Big Lion Bonnie O.
Minutes of previous meeting.

Motion by Mike Orzechowski, second by Steve Pelz, to approve minutes of May 31 Board meeting. Car-
ried.

Treasurer’s reports.
Motion by Beverly Nichols, second by Carole Collyard, to accept General and Service Account reports pre-

sented by outgoing Treasurer Lynn Wolfe. Carried.

Planning for 2017-18:
Budgets.

Incoming Treasurer Neal Nichols presented 2017-2018 General Account and Service Account budgets
for consideration.

Motion by Neal Nichols, second by Mike Orzechowski, to approve General Account budget. Carried.

Motion by Beverly Nichols, second by Mike Orzechowski, to approve Service Account budget. Carried.

Committees:
Big Lion Bonnie and Vice Presidents Zack Olinger and Steve Pelz recommended committee assign-

ments for the coming year. These assignments were reviewed with limited changes made. All assignments
will be finalized before the new directory is printed.

Directory: Mike Orzechowski distributed initial drafts of the 2017-18 club membership directory.

Fund Raising:
The club will continue with nut sales and fundraising nights at Culver’s.
These projects will be in addition to traditional annual events—Metcalf Avenue of Flags, Overland Park

Fall Festival, and Pasta Dinner and Silent Auction.

Service Projects:
Neal Nichols will contact the Salvation Army and request December 2 or December 9 at Oak Park Mall

for Bell Ringing.

Date for Shoeboxes for Soldiers needs to be discussed with Mae Claxton.

Submitted by Beverly Nichols, Secretary.


