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The Power of District 17A 

Namaste`!  I see the 

DEVINE in YOU Lions of 

District 17A. We are 87 

days into our LIONS year 

and so much has hap-

pened.  As of this writing, 

our district is at a +8 in 

membership, will be work-

ing on a new campus club, 

and our Projects and Fund-

raisers are going strong.  I 

am so proud of our District 

for your dedication and 

loyalty to your clubs, your 

communities, and our 

State.   

 

I just returned from the 

USA Canada Forum held 

in Portland OR.  There 

were eighteen Kansas Li-

ons who attended the 

event, we had a great time 

learning and meeting more 

LIONS.  The 

training semi-

nars were 

refresher and 

thought pro-

voking. The 

lunches and 

dinners pro-

vided great 

food but 

even better 

speakers; an 

astronaut 

LeRoy 

Chiao, an aerialist and 

gymnast who was born 

without legs Jen Bricker, 

our International President 

Dr. Naresh Aggarwal, and 

the most amazing motiva-

tional speaker, Willie Jol-

ley.  Words alone can’t 

convey to all of you the 

learning experience re-

ceived by attending this 

forum.  It is a confirmation 

of what we know in our 

personal life, work life, and 

LIONISM life.  A reawaken-

ing of what we need to do 

to SERVE our community, 
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country, and world, and a reminder to 

have FUN along the journey of LION-

ISM. Each speaker provided a unique 

aspect to what we do daily in our lives 

and in our love for LIONISM.  I highly 

recommend you attend the next USA 

Canada Forum.  The forum will be in 

Columbus, OH, September 20-23, 

2018.  

The most impressive for me was the 

session by Willie Jolley.  He was defi-

nitely dynamic, full of high energy, en-

thusiastic, motivating, and spoke with 

conviction.  He spoke about goals, 

dreams, and how every person can 

live a better life, one day at a time.  If I 

can share a couple of things with all of 

you that I took away from his presenta-

tion; it is to live every day as if there is 

no other and eliminate nega-

tive people from your circle 

of LIONS and friends.  

Google Willie Jolley, he has 

many books on motivation.  

Good news, he and his 

beautiful wife became LIONS 

after his presentation.  How 

cool is that?  

The month of September 

was another busy time trav-

eling in our District.  Lion 

Husband Ron has been very 

bust at work so Lion Margy 

Sundstrom has traveled with me during 

these visits.  The landscape this time 

of year reveals many corn fields that 

was once full of corn but now looks like 

overturned fields, the soybeans are 

turning the right color and the milo is 

getting bigger.  I enjoy the vistas of 

wild sunflower plants scattered 

throughout the fields of wonder as I 

travel from club to club.  I have had 

the awesome opportunity to see our 

beautiful state, perhaps an opportuni-

ty that I would not have had the 

chance if I weren’t a LION.  I love it! 

First up was The Clyde Lions Club.  

This club has added 5 new members 

in 2017.  Their projects include a 

blood drive, highway pickup, taking 

tickets at games and providing ball-

park dugout signs.  Chief Lion Bob 

Pearson motivates his LIONS, which 

includes his Lion dad and Lion sister.  

The Goff Lions Club had 100% attend-

ance the night of my visit. Goff has a 

population of 120 people, the town 

partners with the Wetmore community 

and Wetmore Lions Club to complete 

projects and service to their citizens.  

They are having a Ham & Bean dinner 

in the fall, a fundraiser for their club 

that helps to provide scholarships in 

their community.  The Minneapolis 

Noon Lions Club had two guests, Boy 

State recipient and State Band/

International Band recipient in attend-

ance.  They spoke about their experi-

ences and the wonderful friendships 

that they made.  They also thanked the 

club members for giving them the op-

portunity to be a part of LIONISM.  The 

Woodbine Lions Club had a picnic 

planned outdoors but then plans 

changed due to the harvesting of corn.  

The picnic was held inside their local 

United Methodist Church.  This annual 

event invites their family members to 

attend and guests.  The dinner was 

delicious, but the fresh homegrown 

tomatoes were to die for.  Margy and I 

had the pleasure of being present 

when 3 high school students and their 

teacher from Herington spoke about 

Double B Baits.  Gabe Backus, a 16 

year old who has been making Bass 

lures since he was a small child, start-

ed this project. His passion began 

when he was two years old while fish-

ing with his dad on their family farm 

pond.  If you are a Bass fisherman go 

to doublebbaits.com to learn more 

about his lures.  The Brookville Ell Sa-

line Lions Club meeting included the 

voting of the top three Peace Posters 

by the members, there were 16 post-

ers submitted by the local school.  The 

food was prepared by a student who is 

taking the Food Science class other-

wise 

From DG Deb Weaverling continued... 

Continued on page  7 

DG Weaverling with the Clyde Lions Club 

DG Deb with Goff Lions Club members 

PDG Daryl Stone, Minneapolis Even-
ing Lions Club, is pictured here with 
DG Deb Weaverling 
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My first visit for September was the 

Assaria Lions club. Council chair Linda 

Leander and past GLT chair Ken Le-

ander greeted us at the door.  Becky 

and I were welcomed then by Presi-

dent Virginia Davis, Secretary Rita 

Johnson and Treasurer Waldo 

Newquist. We had a wonderful break-

fast followed by the business meeting. 

Assaria Lions club also earns money 

by counting U-Hall, Penske and Budg-

et rental trucks and trailers. The club 

sponsors a baseball team and partici-

pated in a Low Vision and Hearing 

Loss event over the summer. The club 

also helped at a summer camp for 

kids. The club made a special dona-

tion to LCIF.  After the meeting CC 

Linda showed Becky and me their col-

lection of paintings at their house that 

they have collected. Being an artist 

myself, I enjoyed seeing them very 

much. 

My next visit was to 

the Washington Lions 

club. We were warmly 

welcomed by Presi-

dent Bill Pannbacker, 

Secretary Gina Miller 

and Treasurer Stan-

ford Stamm. The club 

has many projects 

and fundraisers. They 

will be donating mon-

ey to the Ford Project at their Fall 

Fest. They also donate food to the 

food pantry. They will also be helping 

with the upcoming fireworks display. 

The club made a special donation to 

LCIF and gave me the check to turn in. 

My third visit for the month was to the 

Tescott Lions club.  PDG Tom and 

Lion Carol Weatherd greeted us and 

showed us around the new Lions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE SERVE! Service is what Lions do. 
Lions could not do the service projects 
without fundraising projects. These 
projects, often time consuming, give 
clubs the financial resources to do 
SERVICE.  Lions, we are a pretty busy 
committed group of volunteers 

As I visit clubs, I see how WE SERVE 
is made real in each community. Clubs 
assess the needs of their local com-
munity and then provide the service to 
meet those needs. Vision focused ser-

vice projects include screenings, pur-
chasing eye glasses, helping an indi-
vidual secure a service dog, or maybe 
helping a vision impaired individual get 
access to needed technology. One 
club in our district has reached outside 
their local community by going to a 
village in Kenya to provide vision 
screenings.  

A district club has purchase fire safety 
information for schools in their commu-
nity. Another of our clubs gathers bicy-
cles left for trash pickup; takes them to 
a nearby prison where the inmates 
rehab the bicycles and then picks up 
“like new” bikes and gives them to lo-
cal children for Christmas. That same 
club organizes a community blood 
drive twice a year. Several clubs or-
ganize or help organize events like the 
annual 4

th
 of July celebration or the 

town Christmas lighting event. Clubs 
throughout the district recognize grad-
uating seniors with scholarships; con-

duct food drives for pantries or Har-
vesters; clean stretches of local high-
ways; provide Christmas baskets to 
those in need to name just a few of the 
many services provided by the Lions 
of District A. 

SERVICE is what LIONS do! Thank 

you Lions of District A for your service. 

From 2nd VDG Diane Hentges 

From 1st VDG John Burns 

2VDG Diane Hentges 

1VDG John Burns 

 

 
District 17-A Cabinet Meetings 

 
November 4, 2017 
February 3, 2018 

June 9, 2018 
 

Trinity Baptist Church 
16655 US Hwy 24 

Wamego, KS 66547 
11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

Continued on page  6 

John Burns (left) with members of the Washington Lions Club 
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Dear District 

Governor,  

Diabetes is a 

global epi-

demic. And it's 

growing. More 

than 400 mil-

lion people 

are living with the disease, includ-

ing friends and family—even chil-

dren. That's why we are elevating 

diabetes as a new global focus in 

our service framework.  

We have an opportunity to put the 

Power of We into action to change 

the world as only we can. Address-

ing the threat posed by diabetes 

will be our biggest challenge yet, 

but Lions have always risen to the 

challenge. 

We have so much to accomplish in 

the year leading up to our official 

diabetes rollout in Las Vegas. And 

your commitment is essential to our 

success. I need you to encourage 

your clubs to learn more about the 

dangers of diabetes and find ways 

to make a difference in their com-

munities. Because our communities 

are counting on us. 

Your support of diabetes will be the 

difference in our fight against this 

disease. Learn more about how 

your district can contribute to this 

cause and help me promote it to 

Lions so we can change the world 

together.           

Sincerely, 

Dr. Naresh Aggarwal 

Your International President  

What’s required? What do I need to 

do?  Read on, the answers are below. 

The Kansas Lions Sight Foundation  

By-Laws Article VI, Section 2 address-

es the election of directors.  Two direc-

tors will be elected per year and shall 

serve a three-year term.  The election 

or re-election of any member of the 

Board of Directors will be governed by 

the discretion of the delegates legally 

assembled at the District 17-A Con-

vention. 

Members of the Board of Directors 

shall be members in good standing of 

a Lions Club and have an interest in 

the work of the Sight Foundation. 

District 17-A By-Laws, Article VI, Sec-

tion 1: Nominations says, “Candidates 

for director of any recognized MD-17 

Foundation must file application with a 

Nominating Committee Member, in 

writing, no less than thirty (30) days 

prior to the District’s Annual Conven-

tion.  If no applications are received, 

the presiding officer shall call for nomi-

nations from the floor.” 

 If you have questions or need more 

information, please contact PDG Al 

Kimmi, Nominations Chairman, 785-

548-5744 or email  aikim-

mi@rainbowtel.net. 

A Note from LCI International President Aggarwal 

Becoming a Kansas Lions Sight Foundation Director Candidate 

 

Make Note 

District 17-A Website 

http://kslionsdistrict17a.org/ 

Facebook Page 

Lions Club District 17-A 

 

2017-18 State Pins 

Convention pins are available for 

purchase from 1VDG John Burns 

and 2VDG Diane Hentges as well 

as DG Deb Weaverling.   

Cost is $3.50 each 

mailto:aikimmi@rainbowtel.net
mailto:aikimmi@rainbowtel.net
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DG Deb Weaverling’s  

October Club Visits 

October 2 Onaga Lions Club 

October 5 Junction City Sundowners 

 Lions Club 

October 9 Manhattan Sunflower 

 Lions Club 50th Anniversary  

October 11 Salina Downtown Lions Club 

 Longford Lions Club 

October 16 Scandia Lions Club 

October 18 Wakefield Lions Club 

October 19 Barnes Lions Club 

October 23 Hope Lions Club 

June 29, 
2018, seems 
like a far-off 
date. Howev-
er, if you are 
one of the 
Lions (and 
spouses) who 
are planning 
to attend the 
101st Lions 
International 
Convention in 
Las Vegas, it 

is not a bit too soon to register and re-
serve your motel room. 

One of the Immediate Past Council 

Chair’s duties is to organize the Kansas 

Lions into a convention-going group. I 

hope to have a large number of people 

signed up in the near future, and I already 

have over 25 on the list. More may sign up 

at the Second Council Meeting at the end 

of October.  

Signing up with me does NOT mean you 
are registered. You must register yourself 
online at LCI or by mail. Here are the 
things you need to do to assure your regis-
tration and room reservations are made 
properly. Go online to registra-
tion@lionsclubs.org. Register with LCI 
there. You will be paying your registration 
fee of $150.00 per person and the $200.00 
room reservation fee. That room fee will be 
credited to your bill when you check out of 
the hotel. 

Timing of registration makes a difference 
in the registration cost. Registration fee 
right now until January 12, 2018, is 

$150.00 per person. On January 13, it 
goes up to $200.00. On April 1, it rises to 
$225.00.  

When you pay your registration fee, you 
will be assured of receiving the following 
from LCI:  convention badges (which you 
need to wear all the time when at the con-
vention); a souvenir medallion; a conven-
tion program, and one ticket per registrant 
for the international show. These items 
will be mailed to you in late May.  

You can pay for registration and room 
reservations at LCI by personal check or 
the following credit cards - VISA, Master-
Card & Discover;  or you can attempt a 
wire transfer, and instructions for that are 
on the website. A registration confirmation 
will be sent to you once LCI accepts and 
confirms your payment 
has been received. 

Time to Register for International Convention 

The Kansas Lions Sight Foundation (KLSF) is working 

with the University of Kansas Eye Clinic Lions Club to 

provide cataract surgery for patients with no insurance 

or ability to cover the cost of the surgery.  We have com-

mitted $3,000 to help with one surgery a month for the 

next 6 months.  The doctors and the hospital have ac-

cepted the additional cost of the surgery by waiving fees 

and providing the surgery at a very low price. 

We would like to continue this partnership by raising enough money to 

cover these surgeries throughout the year and beyond.  In order to do 

this, we are asking each club to have a fundraiser for KLSF in the fall and/

or spring with the proceeds going to this project.  One way of doing this is 

to start or continue the tradition of Candy Days.  Checks should be sent to 

KLSF with a note “Candy Days.” 

We have a new supplier who has the rolls of mints and individual mints 

with the Lions emblem on them.  The individual mints can be used to pass 

out on Candy Day or sell them to local businesses for them to use as free 

mints to give-away.  They also have a free sample tray of mints that can 

be placed at a business with a slot for money. Your club could try this at 

no risk and see if it is worth your time.  Each club will order their own 

mints directly from the company and save time and travel to get their sup-

plies.  Any questions should be sent to PDG David Hentges at 913-433-

4761 or dhentges42@gmail.com. 

More information and order forms can be found at lionmints.net.  Go to 

“Products” at the top of the page and then, click on the order form.  The 

other two pages on this section are helpful for getting started with the pro-

ject. 

Sight Foundation Announces New Fundraiser 

continued on page 9 

mailto:dhentges42@gmail.com
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1st VDG Burns continued... 

building that they had received a grant 

for and renovated. It was a very nice 

building with all their plaques and ban-

ners. They have their 2nd meetings 

there each month and the first at the 

United Methodist church.   

When we arrived at the church we 

were greeted by President Melvin 

Keim and Secretary Bob Minneman. 

We were served a very delicious meal 

by three ladies of the church. 

Tescott is very active in the community 

with many projects and programs. 

They were signing up members to sell 

tickets for the football game.  

I had the honor and privilege to pre-

sent a Melvin Jones plaque to Howard 

R. Morrical who has been a Lion for 

over 50 years. I also had the honor to 

present 100% attendance awards to 

eight of the members. They presented 

me with a sizeable special 

donation made out to LCIF at 

this visit. 

My fourth visit was to the 

Belleville Lions Club.  What a 

great club they are. We were 

phoned on the way in by 

PDG Al Urich to make sure 

that we knew how to get 

there and were on our way. 

We were welcomed by Presi-

dent Brad Couture and Sec-

retary Tim Davis. They have 

an abundance of activities 

and projects: Lions State 

Band, Boy’s state Delegate, they main-

tain the city park shelter, they have 

candy sales for eye glasses to needy 

students, they purchases magnifying 

readers for public library. Many, many 

more projects too numerous to list 

here. We were served a delicious 

meal. I took eight sets of state and dis-

trict pins to sell and they bought all 

eight sets. 

My fifth visit was to the Atchison club. 

President and Zone 1 chair Catherine 

Miller met me at my car. She intro-

duced me to Treasurer Michael Hig-

gins and his wife Barbara. There were 

five other members attending the 

meeting. They have several projects 

lined up: At the Oktoberfest on October 

7th they will have a booth selling craft 

projects. They give out pocket Consti-

tutions to students at their high school. 

They also have 5 vision screenings 

schedule for October 11th through Oc-

tober 14th with a health fair on October 

14th. They will also participate in the 

Kiwanis Halloween Parade on Satur-

day, October 28th. 

My sixth and last visit for September 

was to the Miltonvale Lions club. They 

are an active and fun club. They have 

many projects which are ongoing or 

planned. They are giving their local 

schools and donation of $500 to help 

with the Family Fun night, the carnival, 

game night and pumpkin decorations. 

They just had their pancake feed. They 

sell tickets to the local football game 

and they have helped to renovate the 

city park which is very nice and unique. 

They also gave a generous donation to 

LCIF. 

I was also pleased that I was able to 

attend the Tonganoxie Charter dinner. 

It was very well attended by many oth-

er clubs and in our district and also 

other districts as well. PID Bill Phillipi 

gave was the guest speaker.  

In Lionism,  

1VDG John Burns 

 

My October club visit schedule is as 

follows: 

Oct. 2  Waterville  

Oct. 7  Wells         

Oct. 11  Effingham 

Oct. 14  Gypsum   

Oct. 19  Easton 

John Burns presents a Melvin Jones Fellowship 
to 50 year member Howard R. Morrical at the 
Tescott Lions Club 

Kansas Lions were well represented at the 
recent Lions USA-Canada Forum in Port-
land, Oregon (right).  The event was held 
September 21-23, 2017. 
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known to many of us as Home Eco-

nomics.  Lion President Jed’s Secre-

tary position was vacant but a new LI-

ON stepped up to the task, Tim Leckil-

der.  His passion to be a LION is be-

cause his father was a Charter mem-

ber.  Thank you Lion Tim for serving, 

your decision to volunteer for this of-

ficer position exemplifies the motto, 

“Where There is a Need, There is a 

LION”.     

Lions of District 17A we are doing 

great in our service to others.  If your 

club donated funds to LCIF for the dis-

aster’s in Texas and Florida, Mahalo!  

If your club wants to make a donation 

to LCIF for the Puerto Rico, Mexico, or 

the wildfires in California go to LCIF.  

Your donations for disasters are eligi-

ble for a Melvin Jones Fellowship.  

Please contact our District Secretary or 

LCIF Chairperson Lion Gary Adkins of 

the Auburn Lions Club.   

Keep up the great work and service to 

those less fortunate.  Remember the 

Power of We, together we can do so 

much; the Power of Action, our work 

and service will leave our world a bet-

ter place to live; the Power of Service, 

we do what it takes to be of service to 

others.   

My final visit in September was to the 

Navarre Lions Club.  Lion Francis An-

derson took Margy and I on a tour of 

their Lions Building.  While it is a work 

in progress, their continued dedication 

to getting it done was evident.  The 

sad news is they need a new roof, 

which costs $$, and with a population 

of 86 in this unincorporated city, funds 

are not available.  But they are not let-

ting this keep them from accomplishing 

their goal, to provide a place for their 

small community, 4-H club, seniors, 

and LIONS to go to to have fun and be 

together as a group.  They are having 

an event on November 4th, their 

schnitzel dinner with all the fixings, 

YUM!  I presented a Milestone Chev-

ron to Lion Gary Anderson, 15 years of 

Lions Service. 

 

District 17-A will again 

Participate in collecting personal care 

items for Kansas school children 
 

Please collect and donate:  bars of soap, 

laundry detergent, toothpaste, toothbrush-

es, deodorant, lotion, feminine care prod-

ucts, & shampoos.  Bring to our quarterly 

meetings. 
 

For more information and to see the 

complete listing visit 

www.givingthebasics.org 
 

For questions, contact  

Lion Margy Sundstrom 

Margaret1226@gmail.com 

Cell 940-390-7430 

From DG Deb Weaverling continued from page 2... 

Minneapolis Noon Lions Club 

DG Deb with Navarre Lions Club 

Woodbine Lions Club 

Note:  Beginning Oct. 4th, Shawnee Li-

ons Club has a new meeting place at 

Old Shawnee Pizza, 6000 Rogers Dr.  

mailto:Margaret1226@gmail.com
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(Listed in order by earliest date) 
 

• October 5, Topeka Sunflower Lions Annual Steak Fry & Auction, 6:30 p.m., Shelter House #6 at Lake Shawnee; 
KC Strip, baked potato and fixins’ (bring your own table service & steak knife) for $13 each. RSVP to Bobby Duvall, 
785-608-1311 or email terrybobd@aol.com by October 2. 

• October 9, Manhattan Sunflower Lions Club 50th Anniversary Celebration, with guest speaker Past International 
Director Ed McCormick.  Event to be held at Four Points By Sheraton, 530 Richards Drive; doors open at 5:30 and 
dinner served at 6:30 p.m.; cost is $25 per person with choice of Classic Pot Roast or Chicken Marsala (specify 
when RSVP by October 2).  Mail checks payable to Manhattan Sunflower Lions Club, c/o Lion Bill Stenfors, 109 E. J. 
Frick Dr., Manhattan, KS 66503; questions to 785-410-0928 or bstenfors@hotmail.com. 

• October 14, Topeka Sunflower Lions Fall Pancake Feed & Silent Auction, 7-11 a.m., Highland Park United Meth-
odist Church, 2914 SE Michigan; all you can eat pancakes & sausage or biscuits & gravy and beverage for $5. 

• October 15, Waterville Lions Club, Foliage, Food & Fun Ride (train ride to see the fall foliage), 4-5:30 p.m., $25 
per person; contact Lion Sandy Harding, 785-562-8803...all proceeds benefit the scholarship fund. 

• October 27, 28 & 29, Leawood Lions Club Pancake Days, Friday 11 a.m.-7 p.m., Saturday 7 a.m.-2 p.m., and 
Sunday 8 a.m.-1 p.m., Leawood City Hall (Oak Room), 4800 Town Center Dr., Adults $6 and Children $3. 

Upcoming District 17-A Events Sponsored by Local Clubs 

The Wamego Lions Club (above) held a 
Tree Planting Ceremony in September in 
memory of a 53-year member, Dr. L.V. 
Borgendale.  He was a long-serving physi-
cian and member of the community.  At-
tendees included members of the Pack 92 
Boys Scouts, his son, Jerry Borgendale, 
and other friends.  The tree was planted 
at the Cotton O’Neil Clinic in Wamego and 
will be a nice addition, providing shade for 
parking and adding environmental en-
hancement.  Club President Laurel Warren 
stated “Today, we gather together to say 
thank you, Dr. Borgendale, for your years 
of service to your community, and lengthy 
membership with the Lions Club.”   

The Auburn Lions Club (left 
and below) held a first free 
secure shred day for area 
residents on September 23 
at the Landmark National 
Bank-Auburn.  The project 
was deemed a success with 
43 people dropping off 
4,650 lbs of paper for per-
sonal security and recycling. 

The photo includes Land-
mark’s president, Scott 
Harding (far right). 
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Lions Annual Peace Poster Contest Information 

Has you Lions Club considered spon-

soring a Lions Peace Poster Contest in 

Your Community for 2018. 

Lions around the world have long been 

concerned about promoting worldwide 

peace.  Each year Lions Clubs Interna-

tional (LCI) promotes a message of 

peace by encouraging young people to 

share their vision of what peach means 

to them.  Youth who will be 11, 12 or 

13 years of age on November 15, 

2018, may participate in the upcoming 

contest.  Youngsters have strong ideas 

about world peace; through Lions, they 

have the opportunity to share their cre-

ativity with the world and win monetary 

prizes. 

This year’s Peace Poster Contest is 

nearing its end but in January the 2018

-19 contest will open with the availabil-

ity to order Peace Poster Contest kits 

from LCI’s Clubs Supplies Sales De-

partment (January 15-October 1).  

Clubs throughout Kansas Multiple Dis-

trict 17 have been regular sponsors of 

this special contest.  And, your club 

can be a sponsor, too. 

All of the details and materials that 

your club will need are in the contest 

kit.   All you need to do is follow the 

directions.  Artwork must be original 

and all forms of media are accepted 

(chalk, charcoal, and pastel entries 

should all be sealed to prevent smear-

ing).  Everything is spelled out in the kit 

and procedures must be followed ex-

actly as listed.  The cost for a kit is 

$11.95 plus shipping, handling, and 

applicable taxes.  You will need one for 

each contest sponsored.  To order a kit 

call LCI Club Supplies Department at 1

-800-710-7822 or order online go to 

lionsclubs.org and select Club Sup-

plies (item search: peace poster kit). 

Please note the following Peace Post-

er Context deadlines:  January 15 (kits 

go on sale); October 1 (deadline to 

purchase kits); November 15 

(postmark deadline for club to send 

winning poster to your district gover-

nor); December 1 (district governor’s 

deadline to send winning district poster 

to Kansas MD-17); December 15 

(deadline for Kansas MD-17 chair to 

send winning state poster to the PR 

Department at LCI); February 1 

(International winners notified). 

This year’s District 17-A Peace Poster 

Contest Co-chairs are Caroline Arter 

and Cathy Nichols.  Feel free to reach 

to them if you have any questions or 

need additional information; telephone 

913-364-5002 or email Caroline at car-

olinearter23@gmail.com or Cathy at 

cathynichols501@gmail.com. 

 

This is very IMPORTANT…if you do not 
receive such a confirmation within a rea-
sonable time following your registration, 
you need to contact the LCI website for the 
convention. Things do sometimes get lost 
in the mail and in cyberspace. 

LCI’s instructions to me are that we do not 
call the Luxor Hotel directly to reserve  

rooms. Our Luxor arrangements are made 
by reservation with LCI only, of course, and 
I have been told the Luxor is a very nice 
place to stay.  

It is exciting to attend an International Con-
vention! I know this personally…PDG Den-
ny and I have attended three so far (Boston 
- 2006, Hawaii - 2015, Chicago - 2017). 
One sees the Lions of the world there…so 
many costumes, so many cultures, so 
many languages (but many do speak Eng-

lish). The parade is an eye-opening experi-
ence. It is mind-boggling to see how many 
Lions are in the parade, and then one re-
members that there are 1.4 MILLION Lions 
in the world. Not all are in that parade, of 
course, but you get to see so many of 

them. The parade in Chicago lasted five 
hours.  

The daily sessions are interesting, but you 
are not totally obligated to attend all of 
these sessions, however. You may pick 
and choose, but it is enlightening to hear 
the excellent speakers and watch the en-
tertainment. They have not announced 
what the International Show will be yet, but 

if it is like the others I’ve seen, it will be well 
worth going to it. And of course, we will be 
voting on the new International Directors 
and the next Lions International President. 
Those are important elections. If you are a 
delegate, remember to have your signed 
club delegate form with you in Las Vegas.  

I’m excited about this convention! I hope 
you are, too. Again, let me know if you 
want to sign up for the trip. As far as getting 
to Las Vegas goes, there is NO train going 
directly there from our area. You can get to 
Las Vegas by plane or car or bus. I do 
hope you will consider making the trip. If 
you have questions, please contact me.  

Lion Fran Smith 

Immediate Past Council Chair 

Time to Register for Int’l Convention continued from page 5 
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2018 District 17-A Convention, April 27-28 

Lions Greg Ruff and Rick Dodson are co-chairs for the 2018 District 17-A Convention.  The convention will be at the 

Frontier Conference Center on Fort Leavenworth, KS, on April 27-28.  This article is your notice to save the date and to 

offer some advance information on two critical items:  procedures for access to and hotel availability on Fort Leaven-

worth. 

Vehicle access to Fort Leavenworth 

Because of Department of Defense (DOD) security requirements, non-DOD identification card holders driving a vehicle 

on post will have to obtain a vehicle pass.  The driver of the vehicle will have to show a valid driver’s license that is com-

pliant with Federal regulations (all Kansas DLs are compliant), proof of insurance, and pass a background check.   

Specific information required and procedures to expedite the process will be provided no later than the February District 

newsletter.  If drivers provide the information to the convention committee by March 15th, the background checks will be 

completed and passes prepared for quick pick up upon your arrival.  Drivers not providing the information in advance will 

have to wait at the Vehicle Control Center for the appropriate checks to be completed upon day of arrival. 

Passengers 15 years of age and older require a valid photo identification.       

Hotel reservations 

IHG (Holiday Inn Express) on Fort Leav- enworth has blocked some rooms for at-

tendees.  There are 60 private rooms available for $69 per night.  All are hotel 

quality rooms with two double beds and a kitchenette.   

Eight rooms have already been reserved or set aside for VIPs.  Formal reservation 

will be part of the convention registration process starting in February, but a written 

(email) advance reservation before then will hold you a room.  To hold a room, 

please send your name, Lions club name, and # in the room to Lion Karen 

Harris at karen.harris@att.net.  This is not a formal reservation.  The commitment 

date will be specified on the convention registration form to be sent out in early 

February. 

Do not send payment now!  You will confirm your reservation when you complete the convention registration form next 

year and will pay IHG (not District 17-A) upon check out.  If/when all 60 rooms are reserved, a stand-by list will be estab-

lished to determine who gets a room(s) if there are cancellations or we are able to obtain more rooms. 

One note of caution:  there is always a possibility that military situations may cause cancellation of all or parts of the 

reservations.  We think it unlikely, but if it happens, we should be able to provide notification in sufficient time to assist in 

getting reservations at hotels in the local area. 

For comparison purposes, here are a few other hotels in the Leavenworth/Lansing area with initial price quotes (not 

locked in yet) for convention attendees for the nights of April 27 & 28.  The list is not all-inclusive.  A complete hotel list 

with phone numbers will be provided at a later date.  If you wish to stay outside the Fort, please make your own reserva-

tions directly with your preferred hotel.   

Fairfield Inn & Suites in Leavenworth:  $139 +tax / night. 

Hampton Inn in Leavenworth:  $129 + tax / night. 

Econolodge in Lansing:  $59 + tax / night for a single queen bed and $79 + tax for double queen. 

Fort Leavenworth Tour 

During the convention, there will be an opportunity for some attendees to participate in a bus tour of Fort Leavenworth.  

On Saturday afternoon, the tour will include stops at the Frontier Army Museum, the Memorial Chapel, and the Buffalo 

Soldier Monument.  If there is sufficient interest, a second tour will be scheduled for Sunday morning, but the only stop 

will be the Buffalo Soldier Monument.  More information to follow in future newsletters and on the convention registration 

form.   

 

Advance Information for 2018 District 17-A Convention 

mailto:karen.harris@att.net
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The Kansas Lions Sight Foundation’s 

(KLSF) Mobile Screening Unit (MSU) 

took the goal of International President 

Dr. Naresh Aggarwal for 2017-2018 

seriously.  A new level of service was 

achieved with more than 4,000 fair 

attendees taking time to participate in 

the Lions’ screening service. 

Children and adults were screened for 

vision, hearing, blood sugar, and blood 

pressure.  With assistance from area 

nurses, nursing students, and Kansas 

Lions 4,132 screenings were conduct-

ed.  The nursing personnel represent-

ed schools of nursing at Cloud County 

Community College, Hutchinson Com-

munity College, Newman University, 

and Salina Technical College. 

The results were:  492 field of vision 

screens with 75 referred for profes-

sional evaluation; 472 visual acuity 

screens with 167 referred; 1,002 chil-

dren’s Pedi-Vision screens with 172 

referred to an eye care professional; 

210 children’s hearing screens with 91 

referred; 772 adult hearing screens 

with 291 suggested hearing limitations; 

1,582 blood pressure screens with 228 

above the suggested normal range; 

and 1,410 blood sugar screens with 

301 above the suggested normal 

range. 

The KLSF representatives would like 

to thank everyone who took time to 

volunteer for this important service.  

Coordinators included Lion Dan Heer-

sche, driver and MSU operations man-

ager; Lion Vern Failor, MSU Chairman; 

and Lion Sylvia Reinhardt, RN KLSF 

VP & District 17-A Director. 

Lions MSU at the Kansas State Fair was a Popular Service 

District 17-A Lions Membership News 

We welcome the following new 
Lions as of September 24: 
 
Chapman Lions Club— 
Lori Hambright sponsored by Jan 
McCormick 
Rod Riffel sponsored by Jan McCor-
mick 
 
Delphos Lions Club— 
Mark Guyett sponsored by Bruce 
Campbell 
Joshua Jercha sponsored by Phillip 
Ballou 
 
Easton Lions Club— 
Brock Hanf sponsored by Thomas 
Hall 
 
Highland Lions Club— 
Melinda O’Bryan sponsored by Larry 
O’Bryan 
 
Lawrence Lions Club— 
Christine McPherson sponsored by 
Gene Vogel 
 
Leavenworth Lions Club— 
Jason Biel sponsored by Craig 
Wenger 
Diane Sodders sponsored by Hollister 
Pittman 
 
 

Richard Sodders sponsored by Diane 
Sodders 
 
Olathe Lions Club—                 
Carrie Hanlon sponsored by Saman-
tha Hamby 
 
Overland Park Host Lions Club— 
Catherine Oxley sponsored by Beverly 
Nichols 
 
Valley Falls Lions Club— 
Amy Sherretts sponsored by Gerald-
ine Metzger 
John Sherretts sponsored by Gerald-
ine Metzger 
Wakefield Lions Club— 
Tracy Copenhavoer (no sponsor 
listed) 
 
Waterville Lions Club— 
James Winkenwader sponsored by 
Patricia Winkenwader 
 

Sadly, we remember Lions who 
have died since September 21: 
 
Leavenworth Lions Club—       
Lawrence Henderson 
 
Topeka Lions Club— 
Bill Horn and Raymond Miller 
 
 

Great News of New Clubs in the 
District 
 
Lion Al Keithly and Lion Matt Kerns 
are working with Canyon Liby and 
Sidney Clements (grandchildren of 
PCC Tom Scanlan of the Gypsum 
Lions Club), students at Kansas State 
University, to start a campus club.  
Currently, the work is ijn progress but 
the outcome looks very promising. 
 
Lion Samantha Hamby is working to 
re-activate the University of Kansas 
Campus Lions Club.  Our motivation is 
to encourage students who want to 
work as Lions on their campus and in 
their community.  More information will 
be reported as it develops. 
 

Tonganoxie Lions Club Char-
tered 
 
Congratultions to the newest club in 
our District—Tonganoxie Lions Club.  
They were chartered on September 
16 with a social hour and dinner at the 
Tonganoxie United Methodist Church.  
Many District 17-A Lions attended to 
welcome this new club into the family. 
 


