
Sponsor of the
Metcalf Avenue

of Flags

November 2017

The Lions’ Roar
Overland Park Host Lions Club

Overland Park, KS
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Diabetes Awareness Month . . .

District and International Emphasis on
Diabetes is Topic of This Week’s Meeting

Lion Vern Failor, Sunflower Lions Club of Topeka, will be
our presenter at this week’s (November 25) meeting. His topic
will be on diabetes awareness.

Lion Vern is chairman of both MD-17 and District 17-A Health
Programs Committees. These committees have responsibility for
activities related not only to diabetes, but also hearing preserva-
tion and vision screening.

November 13-19 was Lions Clubs International’s (LCI) “Dia-
betes Awareness Week.” We might be a week late, but Satur-
day’s program will fit right in with LCI’s emphasis.

Did you know . . . ?

 Diabetes is considered a global epidemic—642 million
people will have diabetes (or 10% of the anticipated glob-
al population) by 2040

 An estimated 422 million adults currently have diabetes

 Diabetes is the sixth leading cause of death in the world,
and the sixth leading cause of death among women

 1 person dies every 7 seconds from diabetes

 5 million people die annually from diabetes

 50% of people with diabetes don't know they have it

 77% of people with diabetes live in low- and middle-
income countries

Vern Failor is a knowledgeable and avid supporter of issues
related to improving public health and is an enthusiastic speak-
er. If you’re in town this week-end, make a determined effort
to attend this informative meeting.

November winds down with “4th Wednesday Social” on
a FIFTH Wednesday. See Page 2 for details.

A new and different December schedule;

Here’s what’s coming up
December 9: It’s Breakfast WITHOUT Santa this

year. Alas, our beloved Santa Claus Don Robinson passed
away after a heart attack last April. “Santa Claus Don” had
served us for approximately seventeen years (since about
2000). So, we’re having a different type of meeting this year.
See the details on Page 2 of this issue.

December 23: No Meeting. Continuing our tradition of
the last several years, there will not be a meeting on this Satur-
day before Christmas Day. Enjoy the time with family, other
loved ones, and friends.

Follow-up News About . . .
Menu Choices and Prices at Club
meetings

Lions, please order only from the special menu that
is on the tables at each meeting. Doing so will help
keep breakfast prices at $11.

To review . . .
When the Club decided to meet at Perkins in 2010, we nego-

tiated a menu and price agreement with management. The deal
has remained unchanged ever since—no price increases in sev-
en years.

Perkins charges a fixed price for the specified breakfast items
that includes an entrée, juice, coffee, and gratuity. Additional-
ly, our servers put all charges on a single check, paid by the
Treasurer, so Lions don’t have to stand in line at the cash regis-
ter to pay.

The $11 you pay does include a few cents above Perkins’
price to help defray cost of meals for program speakers and
guests who are prospective members.

What’s happened since the last club meeting?. . .
Your Board of Directors discussed the issue with Perkins

manger Heather Beeler on November 4. Miss Beeler ex-
plained Perkins’ policies about pricing and frequency of menu
changes.

She agreed to revise the menu we used on October 28 so
that breakfast offerings will be more in line with what our
members suggested. She will keep the same price—Perkins
charges us $8.50 per plate—and clarified that a variety of
drinks besides coffee will be available—hot tea, soft drinks,
iced tea, etc.

A new menu will be available this Saturday—November
25—with the changes on it. Members may make suggestions
for further changes and the Board will consider these on De-
cember 2. Miss Beeler is open to more discussion. To a great
extent, however, any more major changes we might suggest
will probably run up against some of Perkins’ corporate poli-
cies over which she has no control.

Nuts to you again this year . . .

Pecans are here; get your share to sell
Yes, our order of pecans and other nuts arrived last week.

Fortunately, we’ve already been able to dispose of about half of
them, leaving a little over three cases to go. They will be
available for you to pick up on Saturday. If everyone would
take only five or six bags—for yourself or to sell—we’d be
done with this project in no time!
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Bring your Christmas basket items to this
week’s club meeting

If you signed up to provide items for the Christmas baskets our
club will be giving to Growing Futures (formerly Head Start), please
remember to bring those to Saturday’s meeting so Lion Beverly
Nichols can fill the baskets and get them delivered.

Birthdays in November and December
November 5 ........................................................ Terry Frederick
November 12 ........................................................... Teresa Wolfe
November 15 .............................................................. Jason Tyrer
November 16 ............................................................ Trish Rogers
November 20 ....................................................... Harry Malnicof
November 22 ............................................................. John Trinkl
December 5 .......................................................... Bryan Lanigan
December 6 ........................................................... Roger Claxton
December 15 ........................................................... Zack Olinger
December 19 ......................................................... Tami Turntine

Anniversaries in November and December
November 25 ...................................... John and Marjorie Trinkl
November 26 ......................................... Grant and Trish Rogers
November 27 ............................................... Jason and Joy Tyrer
November 30 ........................................... Bob and Linda Larson
December 31 .......................................... Alan and Kelly Blinzler

49 Shoeboxes for Soldiers sent overseas
Nineteen Lions members and seven family members or

friends helped pack Shoeboxes for Soldiers on Veterans Day,
November 11. Once again, Legacy Christian Church, 10150
Antioch, let us use their large parlor room for the project.

Lion Mae Claxton did her usual good job of sorting and or-
ganizing the various items that went into the boxes. Lion Lynn
Wolfe assisted in getting the boxes to the Post Office on the
following Monday.

This year Shoeboxes were shipped to Bagram Air Force
Base in Afghanistan and to a unit of soldiers in Kuwait.

Speaking of Shoeboxes . . .

OPHLC is featured in LCI’s LION magazine
If you have not already seen it, go to page 12 of the November

LION magazine, the official voice of Lions Clubs International.

The “THANK YOU LIONS’ picture we received from last year’s
Shoeboxes recipients at Bagram Air Force Base is prominently dis-
played.

Our thanks go to Lion Margy Sundstrom, now a member of the
Tonganoxie Lions Club, for referring the picture to LCI for publica-
tion.

You are cordially invited . . .

Gift exchange among members is theme
of this year’s pre-Christmas gathering

This year, because there are fewer young children in our midst to
enjoy time with Santa, the club will be having a “White Elephant”
(or should it be “White Reindeer”?) gift exchange after breakfast.
Bring a wrapped gift valued at approximately $10 for exchanging
with fellow Lions and guests.

Lion Carole Collyard is organizing the details for the gift ex-
change and these will be announced in the December Roar. It
will be published during the week beginning December 3.

“Fifth-Wednesday Social” next week will
be eyeglasses-sorting at Drifthouse

Lions and friends can gather next Wednesday (November 29)
at the Drifthouse Lounge for a relaxing evening of fun, fel-
lowship and—importantly—eyeglasses sorting and packing.

The Drifthouse Lounge is in the Stagecoach Restaurant and
Bar at 9609 West 87th Street in Overland Park. It’s a little
tricky to find if you haven’t been there. (We held our 60th An-
niversary celebration there last Spring, so several already
know where it is.) It is located in the strip mall behind
McDonald’s and is just east of the Johnson County Library
Central Branch on the south side of 87th Street.

Lions Zack Olinger and Carole Collyard, co-chairs of the
club’s Social Committee, created the “Fourth-Wednesday So-
cial” program as a way of bringing club members and their
friends together in informal setting so that they can all get to
know each other on a more-personal basis than occurs at meet-
ings.

We have several hundred, perhaps a few thousand, pairs of
glasses that need to be packed for delivery to the District and/or
State Eyeglasses chairman. “Many hands make light work,” so
your presence can help us complete this job quickly and enjoy-
ably.

Calendar of programs and activities
November 25 ...................... 7:45 AM, Regular Meeting, Perkins

Program: Lion Vern Failor, Sunflower Lions of Topeka
Subject: Diabetes Awareness

November 29 ........................................ “4th Wednesday Social”
Drift House, 9609 West 87th St., Overland Park

Eyeglasses sorting party

December 9 ....................... 7:45 AM, Regular Meeting, Perkins
“White Elephant” gift exchange in place of Breakfast with Santa.

Bring wrapped gift (approx. $10 value) for exchanging

December 23 ........................................................ NO MEETING
Enjoy Christmas weekend with family

January 6 ................................... 8 AM, Board Meeting, Perkins
Board Members, come early to order breakfast

January 13 ......................................... Regular Meeting, Perkins
Program: Kansas State School for the Blind

Speakers: Aundrayah Shermer and Judy Imber

January 27 ........................ 7:45 AM, Regular Meeting, Perkins
Program: To be announced

February 3 ................................. 8 AM, Board Meeting, Perkins
Board Members, come early to order breakfast

February 10 ...................... 7:45 AM, Regular Meeting, Perkins
Program: Wild Bird House of Overland Park

Our sincerest thanks go to Lion Kim Morrow for her work in
ensuring that we have such enjoyable programs.
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