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TThhee LLiioonnss’’ RRooaarr
OOvveerrllaanndd PPaarrkk HHoosstt LLiioonnss CClluubb

OOvveerrllaanndd PPaarrkk,, KKaannssaass

How do Lions ROAR? They Reach Out And Respond

White Elephant gift exchange . . .

It was a different Christmas meeting
An entertaining gift exchange, some singing, and a

Christmas carol game highlighted our meeting on December
9.

Twenty-seven Lions and guests attended. Among out-
of-town guests were District Governor Deb Weaverling
and husband Ron from Leavenworth and former OPHLC
members Mike and Margy Sundstrom, now of the new
Tonganoxie Lions Club.

Attendees selected gift-wrapped “White Elephant”
packages when their assigned numbers were picked in a
random drawing. Some “stealing” and swapping of items
added a humorous flavor to the session.

Lion Kim Morrow led us in singing carols and provid-
ed accompaniment with her ukulele.

Lion Margy Sundstrom selected probably the most unu-
sual and truly “White Elephant” gift—a toilet seat. Try as
hard as she could, she was unable to get anyone to steal it
from her so she could take something else.

Santa’s Elf in a gold coat? Lion Ken Collyard shows off a decorated
wooden spoon, part of the White Elephant package he picked out at
the December 9 meeting.

Kansas State School for the Blind to be
highlighted at this week’s club program

Two representatives from the Kansas State School for
the Blind (KSSB)—Aundrayah Shermer and Judy
Imber—will provide the program for our January 13
meeting.

Aundrayah is Field Services Director for the school.
Judy, among other responsibilities, works with Low Vi-
sion Clinics in the Southeast Region, including the Kan-
sas City Metro area.

A $71,000 grant from the Lions Clubs International
Foundation in 2011 enabled Low Vision Clinics through-
out Kansas to expand their services. The grant proposal
was written by our own Lion Beverly Nichols.

As part of Saturday’s program, Big Lion Bonnie
Orzechowski will present two $250 checks to KSSB.
One will go to the KC Blind All-Stars Foundation which
helps provide funds for extra-curricular activities, includ-
ing sports. The other will go to the KSSB Technology
Library

According to Lion Mae Claxton, recently retired
school nurse at KSSB, extensive damage was done to in-
structional materials late last month when the heating sys-
tem failed and water pipes burst and flooded parts of the
school. The contributions we make Saturday will be of
significant help to the school in this time of special need.

Many hands make light work of important service project . . .

Eyeglasses packing after Saturday’s meeting
Plan to attend this week’s meeting and stay for a little

while afterward for a major work project.
Several hundred pairs of eyeglasses have been col-

lected over the past few weeks. They need to be sorted
and packed so they can go to PDG Bernard Lee (Scran-
ton Lions Club), state eyeglasses chairman, by Mid-
Winter Rally time.

If the meeting room at Perkins is available, the work
will be done there. Otherwise, the work will be done at the
Nichols’ home, 6116 West 85th Terrace, a short 10 to 12-
minute drive from the restaurant.

In case you’re wondering: Yes, we do have
pecans for sale. Pick up a few bags on Saturday.
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The President’s Message for January . . .

Happy New Year, Lions and Friends!
by Bonnie Orzechowski

I can’t believe it’s 2018 already.
Where does the time go? I hope everyone
had a great holiday with family and
friends. I know I did. Along with the
New Year come resolutions and ideas to
improve ourselves and other areas of our
lives. I know I’m making some resolu-
tions that I hope I can keep this year.
Each year I do better with my resolutions
and I’m hoping this year to be even better. As we move in-
to the second half of our Lions year, I hope all of you will
keep up the momentum and that we can make everything in
this half of the year as great as things were in the first half.

As we begin the second half of our Lions year, remem-
ber there is still a lot to be done and a lot of fun to be had by
all. We are preparing for our annual Pasta Dinner and Si-
lent Auction. Mark your calendars for April 14th. This is
one of our biggest fundraisers and we need to begin think-
ing and planning now so fun can be had by all. If you have
any ideas, let Carol Collyard or me know. We will need
help on many fronts—getting items for the silent auction,
preparing meatballs and sauce, advertising, and selling tick-
ets. Of course, helping to set up, serve the food to our
guests, and clean up afterward are also part of this great pro-
ject. Please plan to work in at least one of these areas.
Don’t forget to get the word out to family and friends; en-
courage them to attend.

There are other events coming up also, like the second
Overland Park Recycling Extravaganza of this year, coming
up on April 14.. Plan to serve on one of the shifts that day.

Kim Morrow has been doing a wonderful job getting
speakers for our meetings. If there is someone that you
think would be an interesting, entertaining and/or informa-
tive speaker, let Kim know. She will tell you the available
dates and you can help book the person you suggest.

Election of officers will be upon us before you know it,
so please begin to think about your role in the club and how
you can help.

Many hands make the job go easier. Thanks for all the
hard work everybody has done so far this year, and I look
forward to working with everyone during the coming year.

Big Lion Bonnie

Culver’s “10% Scoopie Night” in December
brings in $264 for Club’s service account

December 20 was a good night for OPHLC out at Culver’s.
We earned $250.33 greeting customers and delivering food orders
to tables and another $14 in tip money.

Money raised from this project will pay for a Diabetes Camp
scholarship and provide funds for other budgeted service items.

We provided a lot of eyeglasses again this year . . .

Peru Medical Mission trip travelogue
will be program on January 27

For the second consecutive year, a team affiliated
with Shawnee Mission Medical Center traveled to Peru to
provide assistance to indigent citizens there. And, as we
did last year, we furnished several hundred pairs of eye-
glasses for the team to take with them for distribution.

(PDG Bernard Lee, Kansas eyeglass chairman, and
Lions of Indiana also assisted in this project.)

On Saturday, January 27, Mark Stoddart, Adminis-
trative Director for Spiritual Wellness at Shawnee
Mission Medical Center, will present a recap of this
year’s trip and the work the team did.

This will be a meeting well worth attending. Try to
be present to learn more about how Lions partner with
other organizations to live up to our motto, We Serve.

Equivalent to a lump of coal in a Christmas stocking? Lion Margy
Sundstrom reacts to content of the White Elephant package she se-
lected. Husband Lion Mike (right) and Lion Carole Collyard (cen-
ter) enjoy a laugh at her expression.

Club officer elections will be held in April
Election of officers will be held at the meeting of April 14.

The nominating committee, chaired by Lion Carole
Collyard, will begin its work soon. Several positions are to
be filled, including Trustees for the Endowment Fund.
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A notice worth repeating . . .

Annual Pasta Dinner to be on April 14;
Auction items needed for raising money

Our 11th annual Pasta Dinner and Silent Auction is
scheduled for April 14, 2018. As in the past couple of
years, it will be held at the Father Quigley Center of Holy
Trinity Catholic Church near 92nd and Pflumm in
Lenexa.

In addition to ticket sales, we must acquire more
items for auction—and where possible, more-valuable
items. The funds we raise help pay for the many services
we provide to help our community.

A letter written by Lion Carole Collyard that can be
shared with potential donors is included as the last page of
this newsletter.

Here’s where YOU come in.

(1) Make one or more copies of the letter to take to
retail and service establishments with whom you do
business. Ask for contributions. These can be in the form
of merchandise, certificates for services, or gift cards.

(2) Buy tickets for yourself and to sell to family
members and friends. This event is a major fund raiser for
the club. We need to sell more tickets this year. They will
be available in late February or early March, giving us more
time to spread the word about the dinner. The price will be
$10 for adults and $5 for children 11 years of age and under.

Please help make this event a resounding success!
Art above is from worldartsme.com. Used with permission.

They’re not exactly three magi from afar, but big smiles on the
faces of Janette Reh, Carole Collyard and Margy
Sundstrom reflect the excitement and enjoyment of the
Christmas gathering.

Lion Carole Collyard, AKA Santa’s helper, tries to call Lion
Ken with the megaphone gift in her package. Fortunately for Ken
and the rest of us, batteries were not included so this “bullhorn”
didn’t work. Santa’s other helper, Big Lion Bonnie (left), looks on.

Lion Harry Malnicof (right), looks as though he’s telling San-
ta’s helper Carole, “I can’t believe THIS White Elephant was in that
package.”

Help keep Lions team ready for disaster response . . .

Kansas ALERT Trailers still need stockpiling
For Men For Women

Toothpaste Toothpaste
Toothbrushes Toothbrushes
Deodorants Deodorants
Combs Combs
Shaving cream Shaving cream
Razors Razors
Band-Aids Band-Aids
Mole skin Mole skin
Wash cloths Wash cloths
Shampoos Shampoos
Bar soaps Bar soaps

Feminine hygiene items

Don’t forget to bring donations for the Kansas disaster-response
trailers to club meetings. Lion Mike Sundstrom (Tonganoxie Lions
Club) is District 17-A ALERT team chair and will collect them.
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Treasurer’s Reports for December 2017
General (Operating) Account

Beginning balance ................................................................... $ 3,287.38

Income
Member dues .................................................... 292.00
Meals .................................................................. 148.50
2016-17 dues and meals .................................... 85.00

Total Income ........................................................................ 525.50

Expenses
Room and meals ................................................ 250.00
Gratuity to restaurant servers ............................... 150.00
Postage ....................................................................... 49.00

Total expenses .................................................................... 449.00
Net income (reduction) for month ............................................. 76.50

Ending balance ......................................................................... $ 3,363.88

Service (Charity or Project) Account
Beginning Balance ..................................................................... $ 6,382.59

Income
Metcalf Avenue of Flags ................................... $ 840.00
Culver’s “10% Scoopie Night” .......................... 264.33
Nut sales (current year) .......................................... 360.00
Shoeboxes for Soldiers donations...................... 25.00

Total Income ................................................................ $ 1,489.33
Expenses

Eyeglasses assistance ............................................. 50.00
Diabetes Camp Scholarship ............................ 337.50
Bell Ringing candy canes ........................................ 29.90
Total expenses ..................................................................... 417.40

Net Income (or reduction) for month ............................... 1,071.93
Ending balance ....................................................................... $ 7454.52

Food, fun and fellowship—three elements of a successful Lions Club
event. Lions Lynn Wolfe, Steve Pelz, and Edson and Dolores Parker
enjoy a chat at the end of the Christmas breakfast—where food and
fun were plentiful—on December 9.

Major District, State and International
conventions on the Lions calendar
Kansas Lions annual Mid-Winter Rally and State Council meet-
ing: January 26-28. Four Points by Hilton Hotel, Manhattan, KS.

District 17-A Cabinet Meeting: February 3. Trinity Baptist Church,
16655 Highway 24, Wamego, KS.

District 17-A Convention, April 27, 28. Fort Leavenworth (on the
Fort). Advance registration to expedite security clearance is recom-
mended. Detail will be published in forthcoming District Governor’s
Newsletter.

Kansas Lions State Convention. May 31-June 2. Doubletree by
Hilton Hotel, Wichita. International President to be special guest.

Lions Club International Convention. June 29-July 3 in Las Ve-
gas, Nevada. Registration details are on page facing inside back
cover of January 2018 issue of LION Magazine.

Birthdays in February (none in January)

February 2 ....................................................... Sharon Harmon
February 4 ............................................................. Neal Nichols
February 8 ............................................................... Bob Larson
February 12 ........................................................ Lawrence Reh

Anniversaries in January and February
January 7 ....................................... Louis and Malvena Adams
February 19 ................................. Christine and Brian Nichols

Calendar of programs and activities
January 13 ......................................... Regular Meeting, Perkins

Program: Kansas State School for the Blind
Speakers: Aundrayah Shermer and Judy Imber

January 26-28 ......................... Kansas Lions Mid-Winter Rally
and State Council Meeting

Four Points by Sheraton Hotel, 530 Richards Drive
Manhattan, Kansas

Details will be in Kansas Lions News paper

January 27 ........................ 7:45 AM, Regular Meeting, Perkins
Speaker: Mark Stoddart. Admin. Director for Spiritual Wellness

Shawnee Mission Medical Center
Topic: Trip to Peru in Fall of 2017 (with Lions’ eyeglasses)

February 3 ................................. 8 AM, Board Meeting, Perkins
Open to all Club members

Board Members, come early to order breakfast

February 3 ....................... Lions District 17-A Cabinet Meeting
Trinity Baptist Church, 16655 US Highway 24

Wamego, KS

February 10 ...................... 7:45 AM, Regular Meeting, Perkins
Program: Wild Bird House of Overland Park

February 21 (Wednesday) .................... Work night at Culver’s
At the Legends (near I-435 on Parallel), KCK, 5 – 8 PM

February 24 ...................... 7:45 AM, Regular Meeting, Perkins
Program: Keith Blay, Mr. Remodeler

March 3 ...................................... 8 AM, Board Meeting, Perkins
Open to all Club members

Board Members, come early to order breakfast

March 10 ........................... 7:45 AM, Regular Meeting, Perkins
Program: Lion Bud Turntine (oculist and OPHLC member)

March 24 ........................... 7:45 AM, Regular Meeting, Perkins

April 7 ................................... 8:00 AM, Board Meeting, Perkins
Open to all Club members

Board Members, come early to order breakfast

PLAN AHEAD
April 27, 28 .......................................... 17-A District Convention

at Fort Leavenworth
Security requirements for access to fort facilities to be announced

The Overland Park Host Lions’ Roar
An official newsletter published periodically by the

Overland Park Host Lions Club
Overland Park, Kansas

Sponsor of the “Metcalf Avenue of Flags”

January 2018. Issue No. 7, 2017-2018
Neal K. Nichols, Yr. Hmbl. Correspondent
E-mail address: pdgneal0708@aol.com

All photos provided by Lion Mike Orzechowski



Overland Park Host Lions Club
7015 Red Oak Court

Shawnee, Kansas 66217

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

The Overland Park Host Lions Club will host its 11th annual Pasta Dinner and Silent Auc-
tion on Saturday, April 14, 2018. This popular event is a major fund-raising activity and is the
one time we reach out to the community for support.

Please consider helping us by making a donation of merchandise, services, or gift cards
that we can list as auction items or include in baskets that will be available for sale.

For 65 years Overland Park Lions have helped the less fortunate and needy through ser-
vices and projects, some of which are listed below. Sales of dinner tickets and auction items
at the Pasta Dinner provide funds to help pay for these.

You can send your donation to either address below or phone us and we will be happy to
pick up your contribution.

Carole Collyard (913-238-0209) Bonnie Orzechowski (913-850-8873)
7015 Red Oak Court 14107 West 139th Terrace
Shawnee, KS 66217 Olathe, KS 66062

We thank you in advance for your support. With it, we can continue to meet urgent
needs right here in Overland Park

Very sincerely yours,

Carole Collyard

Mae Claxton

Carole Collyard and Mae Claxton
Co-chairpersons, Pasta Dinner Committee

The Overland Park Host Lions Club supports the following programs (among many others):

 Eye exams and glasses

 Service dog schools in Concordia and
Washington, KS

 Kansas State School for the Blind

 KU Eye Clinic

 KU Audio-Reader program

 Disaster relief (fire, flood, tornado)

 Deanna Rose Children’s Farmstead

 Diabetes Camp for Youth

 The Salvation Army

 Scholarships for seniors graduating from
local high schools

“Shoeboxes for Soldiers” is one of our very special annual projects. We send between 50
and 60 boxes filled with personal-care items, reading materials, and treats to military person-
nel deployed overseas to show our appreciation for their service and sacrifices. In 2017 we
sent 104 such boxes to Army and Air Force units in Afghanistan and Kuwait.


