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How do Lions ROAR?  They Reach Out And Respond 

 

The President’s Message for February . . .  

Valentine’s Day: Love, Family, 
Friends 

by Bonnie Orzechowski 

During the month of February there 

is a lot of emphasis on romantic love 

but have you ever thought about other 

forms of love? 

What about your friendships?  Do 

you care about people who are your 

friends as well as your family?  You 

like to do things with them and you 

don’t like to see bad things happen to them.  

There is also our shared love of volunteering and 

working towards making your community better.  The 

type of love that brings all of us together as Lions is our 

love of wanting to leave our mark on our community.  I 

know I get invigorated when I’m out helping with a 

project.  I like being out there, meeting people and get-

ting to know each of you better.  We do the work be-

cause we know it is for a good cause and the people 

around us make the work not seem like work. 

As the year continues we need to remember that all 

of us want what is best for the club, but we may not all 

agree on the path of getting there.  We all have ideas 

and we need to be aware of both new and older ways of 

doing things to bring those ideas together.  It’s like 

when I tell my kids now that they are becoming young 

adults.  I can’t tell you what to do anymore.  I can give 

them my opinions and suggestions.  Then I let them 

take what they want and combine it with what works 

for them and get rid of the rest. 

Remember we have the old ways of doing things 

and there could be a combination of both or some com-

pletely new way of doing something.  We all just need 

to have open minds and a willingness to make the 

change.  Let’s continue moving forward, combining old 

and new to make both the club and our community a 

better place. 

Big Lion Bonnie 

Calendar of programs and activities 

February 10  .......................  7:45 AM, Regular Meeting, Perkins 

 Speaker: Colleen Winter from Wild Bird House of Overland Park 

February 21 (Wednesday)  .....................  Work night at Culver’s 
 At the Legends (near I-435 on Parallel), KCK, 5 – 8 PM 

February 24  .......................  7:45 AM, Regular Meeting, Perkins 

 Program: Keith Blay, Mr. Remodeler 

March 3 ......................................  8 AM, Board Meeting, Perkins 

 Open to all Club members 

 Board Members, come early to order breakfast 

March 10 ............................  7:45 AM, Regular Meeting, Perkins 

 Program: Lion Bud Turntine (oculist and OPHLC member) 

March 24 ............................  7:45 AM, Regular Meeting, Perkins 

 Program: Luanne Baron, 

 Interim Superintendent, KS State School for the Deaf 

 and an American Sign Language interpreter 

April 7  ...................................  8:00 AM, Board Meeting, Perkins 

 Open to all Club members 

 Board Members, come early to order breakfast 

April 14  ..............................  8:00 AM, Regular Meeting, Perkins 

 Program: Hannah Ebling-Artz 

 Kansas City Community Gardens 

 Hannah received one of the first scholarships OPHLC awarded 

April 21  .......................  Overland Park Recycling Extravaganza 

 Note change of location: Johnson County Community College 

April 28  ..............................  7:45 AM, Regular Meeting, Perkins 

 Program: Meredith Johanning, KU Audio-Reader 

May 5  .........................................  8 AM, Board Meeting, Perkins 

 Open to all Club members 

 Board Members, come early to order breakfast 

May 12  ...............................  7:45 AM, Regular Meeting, Perkins 

 Jerry Loney, Sunflower Lions Club of Topeka 

 Topics: Lions QUEST program and Community Relations 

May 26  ...............................  7:45 AM, Regular Meeting, Perkins 

 Program: Dr. Julie Connor 

 Youth and Family Services, Unity Church of Overland Park 
 (Note: a completely secular topic in keeping with LCI Code of Ethics) 

June 2  .........................................  8 AM, Board Meeting, Perkins 

 Open to all Club members 

 Board Members, come early to order breakfast 

June 9  .................................  7:45 AM, Regular Meeting, Perkins 

 Program: Angie Bowers, Alphapointe 
 Topic: Adult Low Vision 

June 23  ...............................  7:45 AM, Regular Meeting, Perkins 

 Program: Ed O’Connor, PC Partners 

 Former chairperson, Overland Park Chamber of Commerce 
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KSSB speakers and eyeglasses packing 
highlight OPHLC meeting on January 13 

 
Representatives of the Kansas State School for the Blind 

(KSSB)—Aundrayah Shermer and Judy Imber—

provided the program for our January 13 meeting.  Big Lion 

Bonnie Orzechowski (center) presented them with our tradi-

tional speaker’s gift Lion.  In addition, the speakers were 

given checks in the amount of $250 each for the KSSB 

Technology Library and the KC Blind All-Stars Founda-

tion. 

A work session for eyeglasses sorting and packing followed 

the meeting.  An estimated 3,500-4,000 pairs of glasses were 

packed and later taken to PDG Bernard Lee, MD-17 Eye-

glasses Chairman, in Scranton, Kansas.  Bernard stores the 

glasses in a small barn on is property.  Glasses are picked up 

periodically by Lions from Indiana who oversee cleaning and 

processing in preparation for distribution to third-world coun-

tries. 

Below, hamming it up for the cameraman are (left to right) 

Bonnie Orzechowski, Steve Pelz, Dottie Bloome, and Sarah 

Porter.  This was really a club effort—every member who at-

tended the meeting stayed to help.  A hearty thanks to all. 

 

Another reminder . . .  

Annual Pasta Dinner to be on April 14; 
Auction items needed for raising money 

Our 11th annual Pasta Dinner and Silent Auction is 

scheduled for Saturday evening April 14, 2018.  As in the 

past couple of years, it will be held at the Father Quigley 

Center of Holy Trinity Catholic Church near 92nd and 

Pflumm in Lenexa. 

Hours will be from 5 to 8 PM.  Set-up and other “prep 

work” will be done earlier in the afternoon.  Please volun-

teer to help with that. 

In addition to ticket sales, more items for the auction 

are needed—and where possible, more-valuable items.  

The funds we raise help pay for the many services we 

provide to help our community. 

YOU can help in at least two ways: 

(1) Ask for contributions at businesses you patronize.  

These can be in the form of merchandise, certificates for 

services, or gift cards.  (If you own a business, consider 

donating a service, product, or pre-paid general gift 

card.) 

(2) Buy tickets for yourself and to sell to family 

members and friends.  This event is a major fund raiser for 

the club.  We need to sell more tickets this year.  They will 

be available in late February or early March, giving us more 

time to spread the word about the dinner.  The price will be 

$10 for adults and $5 for children 11 years of age and under. 

Please help make this event a resounding success! 
Art above is from worldartsme.com.  Used with permission. 

Another Service Night scheduled for 
Culver’s at the Legends on February 21 

Another chance to earn a couple 

hundred bucks for our Service Ac-

count is coming up in less than two 

weeks.  We have a work night 

scheduled for Wednesday, Febru-

ary 21 from 5 to 8 PM at Culver’s at the Legends in Kansas 

City, KS. 

Earnings from these bi-monthly efforts have averaged 

about $230 per night ($700 so far this year).  Our last outing, 

in December, was a good night, netting about $250. 

The tasks are easy and when plenty of Lions help, no one 

has to work more than about an hour-and-a-half. 
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Treasurer’s Reports for January 2018 
General (Operating) Account 

 

Beginning Balance  ......................................  3,363.88 
Income 

Member dues  .........................................        660.00 
New member fee  ...................................          50.00 
Meals  ......................................................        580.00 
Tail Twister  ............................................          40.00 
Miscellaneous  .......................................          31.00 
2016-17 dues and meals  .......................          77.00 

Total Income ......................................................        1,438.00 

Expenses 
LCI dues, 2nd half ...................................        688.00 
MD-17 dues, 2nd half  ..............................        297.50 
District 17-A dues, 2nd half  ..................          66.00 
Room and meals  ...................................        273.00 
Postage  ..................................................           -(.98) 

Total expenses  ..................................................        1,323.52 
Net income (reduction) for month  ............................       114.48 

Ending balance  .........................................................    $    3478.36 

 Service (Charity or Project) Account 
Beginning Balance  .....................................................   $  7,454.52 
Income 

Nut sales (current year)  .............................     54.00 
Shoeboxes for Soldiers donations ............     50.00 

Total Income ....................................................      $     104.00 
Expenses 

KSSB Technology Library  .........................   250.00 
KC Blind All Stars Foundation  ..................   250.00 
Total expenses  .....................................................             500.00 

Net Income (or reduction) for month    ..............              - (396.00) 
Ending balance  .....................................................          $ 7,058.52 

OPHLC Bell Ringers bring in over $590 
for Salvation Army on December 16 

Major Tim Best, Corps Office for the Salvation Army re-

ported to us last month about our Bell Ringing results.  In part, 

his letter read:“ . . . thank you for your volunteerism during our 

2017 Kettle Campaign.  Your kettle raised a total of $591.01.  

Your efforts helped to contribute to a successful season. 

“While it is never easy to stand at a kettle and ring a bell for 

hours in all kinds of weather, I want you to know that your will-

ingness to give up your time to support your community is ap-

preciated.  Your efforts help us to give a hand up to those in our 

community and we could not do it without people like you.” 

Ten Lions, working in pairs and taking two-hour shifts, made 

up this year’s OPHLC Bell Ringer team: Wynn Laird/Neal 

Nichols, Harry Malnicof/Dottie Bloome, Zack Oling-

er/Janette Reh, Sarah Porter/Lynn Wolfe and Bonnie and 

Mike Orzechowski. 

The Overland Park Host Lions’ Roar 
An official newsletter published periodically by the 

Overland Park Host Lions Club 
Overland Park, Kansas 

Sponsor of the “Metcalf Avenue of Flags” 
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Neal K. Nichols, Yr. Hmbl. Correspondent 
E-mail address: pdgneal0708@aol.com 

 
(Left to right) Lions Harry Malnicof, Zack Olinger, and 

Ken Collyard work on organizing eyeglasses for packing at 

the January 13 meeting.  See article on page 2 for more detail 

about the project. 

Birthdays in February and March 

February 2  ......................................................  Sharon Harmon 

February 4  ............................................................  Neal Nichols 

February 8  ..............................................................  Bob Larson 

February 12  .......................................................  Lawrence Reh 

March 4 ................................................................. Sarah Porter 

March 27 .............................................................  Kelly Blinzler 

Anniversaries in February and March 
February 19  ................................  Christine and Brian Nichols 

March 14 ..........................................  Harry and Lois Malnicof 

March 14 ..........................................  Ken and Carole Collyard 

March 15 .....................................  Bryan and Heather Lanigan 

February LION Magazine goes digital only 
Don’t look for a printed copy of  LION 

magazine in your mailbox this month.  

The February issue is digital only.  If 

you’ve listed an e-mail address with Lion 

Secretary Beverly Nichols, you’ll get the 

electronic edition soon.  Perhaps you al-

ready have.  The subject line says, “Your February digital 

LION is here.” 

The March issue should be distributed in both print and 

email versions. 

An LCI app (shown above, right) can be downloaded for 

access to the magazine.  You can read current and back is-

sues of the digital version of LION. 

In case you’re wondering:  Yes, we still have pecans 

for sale.  Pick up a few bags on Saturday.  They’re fresh, 

tasty, and great for snacking and baking.  They’ll sell 

themselves with just a little push from you.  Only $9 a 

bag and you’ll help our Service Account grow. 
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